
 Region 6 meetings minutes 12-5-19 
 
Peter called the meeting to order a bit after 9.15 am. 
Introductions of delegates from around the region. 
Touched on the upcoming regional summit in January and 
Young Riders but decided to save it for tomorrow’s 
meeting.  
 
Remaining proxies assigned to Keeton and Anna Lucy 
who volunteered. General introductions of attendees.  
 
Discussion of possible “contested” votes, mentioned that 
Secretary position would be by acclimation as there is 
only one nominee. Discussion of the 2 VP candidates Ken 
Levy and Kevin Reinig. Peter feels both are well qualified. 
Kaye Phaneuf asked if they would speak at the BoG and 
the answer was most likely. Kristi Wysocki suggested 
consideration of the geography (Ken from Illinois, Kevin 
from California). General consensus seems to be that 
Kevin is going to be the pick for our region, we need 
someone on board with a West Coast view.  
 
Discussion then turned to possibility of Finals ever being 
on our coast. Money and quality/size of venue seem to be 
the “problem”. Joan Darnell echoed that along with the 
folks on the east coast feeling that is MUCH too far for 
them to attend. Mike Osinski doesn’t feel that moving it to 
our coast is logistically possible. Peter R. mentioned that 
the membership is HEAVILY weighted to the other side of 
the Mississippi. Kristi W expanded on Mike O’s earlier 
comment of logistics, “…it is very streamlined and cost 
effective as much of the decorations are supplied by the 



hunter/jumper Championships that occur the week 
before. Marie St Amand (who has been involved from the 
get go) says Kentucky Horse Park is more set up, 
improvements occur every year as to preparedness, etc. 
Kathryn Lewis mentioned that folks from AZ & CA are not 
happy due to some mishaps that occurred whilst they 
attended and the lack of rotation. Kristi W said the site 
committee COULD NOT find a place where it was 
logistically possible on the West Coast. Kaye P mentioned 
perhaps all the above is yet another reason to consider 
Kevin R as VP.  
 
Discussion of proposed “non-compete” membership. 
Peter R mentioned there are currently 4 types of 
membership, Participating Member, GMO Member, 
Education and Business Membership. Membership 
turnover was discussed and the reasons for people 
leaving which is often they are no longer competing. . 
Kaye asked if there are numbers available for those who 
left and retained their GMO membership.  (I didn’t hear 
the answer)Gaye McCabe feels that it is the GMO 
members who “pay the bills” not PMs. Jo Renn disagreed. 
Marie S pointed out that GMO are not so viable west of the 
Mississippi.  Another hot button issue tied to the non-
compete membership is the ability to vote.  Question from 
the floor as to the benefits attached the proposed 
membership. Also, is it upgradeable? At this point that is 
not an option. Peter R feels that possible upgrading 
should be proposed at the BoG, also he detailed some of 
the history behind educational/non-compete 
membership and how this most recent proposal came 
about. Anna Lucy pointed out the potential difficulty of 
what to do with proposed change. Would volunteers have 
to be a member as a consequence? Also doesn’t like the 



connotation of the words non-compete. Can we come up 
with a better name? (Some brainstorming ensued).  Rick 
asked about the effect of someone using it to skip 
competing throughout the first of the year, then trying to 
up grade at the end of the year and how might that affect 
finances of the federation. Gaye McCabe mentioned its 
more likely going to be applicable to an “older’ group, that 
is no longer riding. Rick E mentioned its possible affect on 
the playing field and numbers. ‘Supporting’ membership 
was suggested by Anna Lucy in lieu of ‘non-compete’.  
 
Creation of a 55+ division in addition to the current 
‘Vintage Cup’ division. Vintage is currently 50+ and open 
to all, the new division would be strictly AA. I asked about 
cost, and Marie S, brought up the “everybody gets 
something” climate. WEC has recently begun to place 
EVERYONE by their ‘status’ (AA, open, JR/YR). Last year 
they awarded 600-700 ribbons blue ribbons alone. They 
have a plethora of third place and lower ribbons. 
Thousands of dollars spent on ribbons and many are left 
behind, because competitors don’t want the lower ones. 
Sandra pointed out that the idea rather offends her, she 
feels she is perfectly capable (and likely not the only one 
to feel so) of being competitive with the older open 
riders. Christine talked of her competing in running and 
how they have separate age divisions and felt that this 
could be another way to hopefully increase the 
competitor pool. Marie brought up the ‘youth brain 
studies’ and the fact that there don’t seem to be any on 
the aging folk, but that it stands to reason that perhaps it 
would show the inverse of the youth studies with some 
loss of cognitive abilities as folks age, along with the 
current fact of lack of supporting class size.  
 



Lisa Gorretta and Stephen Hienzsch stopped in to check 
on our progress and see if there were any questions they 
could answer for us. Kristi W. asked Stephen for 
clarification of whether or not the education/non-
compete members do/would have voting rights. The 
answer was no. Stephen cleared up the difference 
between the old educational and proposed N.C. 
memberships. Primary difference is they added 5 issues 
of the Connection, and a flat fee instead of the current 
tiered fee for juniors and adults. USDF is in hopes of it 
being a retention tool for those thinking about 
relinquishing their membership, along with hopes of 
drawing new members in. Rick E asked how many 
educational members there are currently and it is a small 
number, around 130. With the launch of the new 
yourdressage.org web platform, there is an increase in 
interest in our sport to the tune of approximately 20,000 
people. The hope with the N.C. membership it would ‘add 
these new interests to the fold’. Kaye P asked out of how 
many of the approximate 3000 members  who left, how 
many kept their GMO memberships, that number was 
approximately 700. Also wondered how many dual 
members there are that number was 8300.  
 
Junior riders can now compete as juniors at National 
Finals in a separate class as of 2021.  
 
Discussion turned to proposed revised split for youth at 
the National level. (Proposal brought by Ken Levy VP 
candidate) It would be Children (15& under) Youth 16-
21. First year is meant to be a test run with no changes in 
regards to Nationals or Champs.  
 



Peter showed us a demographic in regards to show 
attendance, there was a slight decrease across the board. 
Also GMO numbers have dropped a bit, with the 
exception of IDEA, but that was a bit of a numbers game 
in regards to which GMO people joined first. ODS has 
suffered the most losses with LPSDC exiting and other 
instabilities with the board.  
 
Briefly discussed the origin of the summit (it was 
PNWHigh Performance idea). It will be attended by 
delegates, managers, and other leaders by invitation as a 
brainstorming session to see how we can improve shows 
and clinics in our area.  
 
NAYC tomorrow.  
 
Peter asked for volunteers for the 2021 Championship 
site Committee, and would like a diverse selection or he’ll 
start appointing people. Nicki Grandia and Amanda 
Wilgenburg volunteered.  
 
Touched on Policy and Procedures committee again. How 
do we as a region make decisions? When we meet, who 
votes; the people who show up, or delegates, or…?  
 
Finally went over who is attending what meetings, and if 
people would please write a synopsis if there is anything 
of importance to the general Region 6 public. Then a 
quick update as to the region’s finances and we adjourned 
to go forth and learn things.  
 

 Judges, L Program, and Freestyle Open Forum 
 



This was a well attended event, Kristi Wysocki spoke first 
in regards to expectations and how to CORRECTLY judge 
a Materiale class, as there has previously not been much 
information on either how to judge, or run (management) 
and compete in this class. She clearly explained divisions, 
expectations, and methodology for judges, it was a MUST 
see for those of us who are L’s, L’s with distinction, or 
current candidates for licensing. Terry Ciotti Gallo, then 
presented a Freestyle how to. It was quite informative, 
but I suspect some one will have better notes than me on 
it. Due to time constraints there didn’t seem to be a lot on 
the L program, but as an aspiring judge, this education 
was well worth attending for all the gold nuggets I was 
able to get on how to conduct and properly judge a 
Materiale class.  
 

 USEF/USDF Open forum was more about language 
changes and minor “clean up” of rules, then any trending 
topics in our sport. A few points of interest, Dormosedan 
will soon be legal for clipping/trailering, they didn’t give 
info on withdrawal expectations but said to check the 
2020 rulebook when it is out for more information. Also 
there will be a rule making it a violation to threaten or 
intimidate someone for reporting any kind of abuse, rule 
violations or SafeSport . Earmuffs and earplugs were NOT 
approved for test riding, so be careful if you’ve the new 
types that are “insulated”! They will also increase how 
many Opportunity classes can be run in hopes to bring in 
more participants. Another new rule will be to allow the 
use of kicking chains in the stabling area/barn only. There 
will be specific requirements for how to attach them and 
as to the diameter and length of them.  

 
That’s it for the first day.  



 
 Region 6 meeting minutes 6 Dec 19 

We started off promptly at 8 am with attendance taken and a 
reminder for the delegates to make sure to register for the BoG. 
Peter R mentioned the VP candidates would be stopping by to 
give a short spiel and take questions. Peter R talked a bit about 
Ken Levy, and his personal knowledge of him (they were 
roommates at one time) and Ken L asking if his being “East 
Coast” was a factor for our Region.  
 
Touched on the possibility of a group dinner and what general 
consensus was as Joan Darnell was part of the Evening 
education which was unfortunately at the time our dinner had 
been planned. The dinner ended up being nixed for this 
convention.  
 
Peter R reviewed regional communications and asked for 
input. Does any one use the usdfregion6.org page (show of 
some hands)? Praised Mr. Darnell for his work in the make 
over of said page and creation of the interactive trainer’s map.  
 
Facebook seems to be (thus far) the most popular and easiest 
way to communicate. There are 2 pages currently, one strictly 
for the region’s officials and delegates, and a ‘general interest’ 
page. Reminder to please be involved, post your clinics, events 
and shows on the page and calendar. Called for a volunteer to 
‘do’ Instagram/Twitter as we have pages on both but they are 
underutilized. Keeton Hoy will do Instagram page. No one 
seems to get how to ‘do’ Twitter.  Monthly eNews, is everyone 
getting it and who is reading it. Some discussion as to the whys 
it’s maybe not getting to everyone and Peter mentioned that 
USDF’s IT guys are available to help with that whilst at the 
convention.  
 



Regional meetings. What works best, suggestions and input? 
Kari McClain commented the small meetings don’t work as 
well with her (and other officials) travel schedules. General 
consensus is Regional Champs meetings should continue even 
though many officials aren’t able to attend, phone in meetings 
work best for them. Jo R, disagreed with phone in/conference 
calls. I suggested we try a combination similar to what I 
experienced with ODS board meeting. Kaye P hates conference 
calls, as often hard to hear the person on the phone, or if on the 
phone hard to really hear what’s going on, she has heard of an 
app or two that might improve upon that situation. Suggested 
GMO’s could host a meeting attached to an educational event 
or symposium. Kathryn Lewis (EI rep) suggested a ‘follow up’ 
meeting after convention for folks to attend and get a synopsis 
of the goings on here. Peter R said will try to do a conference 
call in the spring. It was asked if a GMO would be willing to set 
up a meeting attached to an event as suggested above. Kaye P 
reiterated keeping the Reg Champs meeting, and Kari M 
suggested keeping the ‘wine and snacks’ theme to help boost 
attendance.  
 
Peter brought up his monthly article series he is trying to 
establish with eNews. Past month was written by an equine 
law specialist. Kaye P asked if there were links to follow from 
the FB pages to the articles. Peter R would also like some 
autobiographical articles from Licensed Officials in our region. 
Anna Lucy commented that we needed to nominate more from 
our region for the new ‘Member of Distinction’ and is trying to 
get Sigrun in for our first nomination.  
 
Ken Levy (VP candidate) stopped in and asked us to consider 
him. Gave a short spiel including 6 reasons.  

1. Experience-he was regional director for 9 years 



2. Leadership-moving the group in the right direction with 
interests, not self motivated 

3. Communication-2 ears 1 mouth, He will listen to the 
membership and balance our wants and needs with the 
federation’s.  

4. Education-has been involved with GMO 25 years and 
currently an education committee chair. Emphasis on 
kids, AA’s and regions that need more access to clinics 
and online education  

5. Geography-He’s actually from the Midwest not East Coast. 
Considers himself living at the crossroads of the country 
and therefore able to better way the needs of all the 
members 

(At this point the 6 didn’t get mentioned due to Kevin having 
showed up and Peter wanted to allow for a few questions, and 
leave time for questions for both. ) 
 
Rick E asked what the official duties were of the VP, to which 
Ken replied ‘Do what the President tells him’. He hopes to 
change that so that the VP position has a bit more 
responsibility and influence on the governance of our sport. 
Rick E then asked if he had an agenda, to which Ken replied, 
‘yes, more education, especially for the “average rider”. Stated 
he brought forward the new age division proposals. Touched 
on studies in regards to children’s cognitive skills and Peter R 
ended the discussion there.  
 
Kevin Reinig (VP candidate) spoke to his past experience (9 
years) on the CDS board with 6 of them being president. His 
philosophy is to have fun, and encourage and support each 
other.  He would like to see more collaboration and feels that 
USDF is similar to CDS just on a larger scale. He remembers 
that all GMOs in California put on GOOD events, even (and 
sometimes especially) the small ones. He would like to 



emphasize High Performance while in office. He wants to 
cultivate a ‘grassroots pipeline’ for it. He has a degree in 
finance and feels that we need to look at alternative revenue 
streams for USDF.  
 
Kaye asked if he felt the VP position is “President Elect” and is 
he prepared to take over should Lisa G decide to move on/step 
down. His answer was “Not today!”, but feels he will be able to 
learn as he goes, and is confident in his ability to become what 
he needs to for the position (VP) and if the possibility arose the 
President’s spot. He praised his CDS board and that working 
with him helped him in his former position as President.  
 
Anna Lucy brought up her dislike for the term “non-compete” 
membership and asked how does he feel the effect of the 
proposal would effect members, especially GMOs. He feels it 
would encourage those who would fall in to that category (NC) 
to perhaps head to a GMO.  
 
Jo R said she like his comment in regards to alternative 
revenue, but wants to know if he’s got something(s) in mind. 
Kevin R suggested perhaps “weighing education and it use as 
one prospect.”  
 
Mike O asked him his view of bringing the Finals here. He 
replied he thinks it is best in Kentucky, but that we must find 
ways to make it more accessible to the members on this coast. 
He reiterated the cost involved in changing the venue.  
 
Peter ended the interview and due to time constraints opted to 
skip summary reports.  
 
A quick update from Nicki on Region 6 youth news, mentioned 
the successful silent auction, and that Snaffles are now 



permitted for NAYC. Also that anyone over 18 competing must 
now have background checks.  
 
Kathryn Lewis gave some background on how the new 
Regional summit came about. Hi Performance attended the 
recent trainer’s conference and wants to model it on there 
structure. 30 people have thus far RSVP’d quite a few are 
traveling from Montana, Idaho, and Alaska. Jen Verharen and 
Jennifer Bunn are putting together a presentation on what our 
issues our and how things are in our region currently. Rebecca 
Farms will have a representative on their volunteer rewards. It 
is meant to be a collaboratory meeting of the minds, and 
hopefully will be come a recurring event.  
 
Peter asked for volunteers for the 2021 Region 6 Champs site 
committee. Would like a diversity of both geographical location 
and occupation please.  
 
The meeting turned to our regional policies and procedures.  
First question was who makes decisions in regards to our 
region? It was unanimously decided that the delegates should. 
 
 Asked Gaye to explain what is currently happening with 
Dressage Northwest. She gave some background and stated 
their nonprofit status, and stated that this year’s Regional 
Championships management has decided not to offer the 
Northwest Dressage Championships. Devonwood will instead 
offer “Cascade Championships”. It was also mentioned that 
ODS Champs have a date conflict with a proposed date for a 
separate NW Championships. DNW will be sending out a 
survey asking for opinions of whether or not continue to offer 
the NWDC.  
 



Region 6 Champs are the first weekend of Oct. DWEC has said 
they would have Cascade championships in their application to 
USEF. USEF is purportedly having issue with the different 
licensees and that is why they were unable to offer NWDC. 
Gaye stated it just couldn’t be worked out this year. Kaye P 
mentioned the possibility of adding NWDC to the breed show  
EI runs. Kari McClain asked if DNW intends to continue to bid 
for Regionals. Peter mentioned there really are only 4 potential 
venues for it Rebecca Farms, Idaho Horse Park, Donida and 
DWEC. Kathryn L mentioned it would be nice to get back to the 
original way of rotating venues, to which Peter R said there are 
“many moving parts” to that. Jo R mentioned the WA Horse 
Park, but it is not yet an option. Meeting adjourned with some 
lovely pictures of Peter’s old horseback safari and a head count 
for the  dressage prom (Saturday awards Gala).  
 

 Competition Open Forum 
 
Some interesting discussion as to who can eliminate at a horse 
show. Also clarification of disqualification. TD’s CANNOT 
eliminate, they call to attention the rules and either the ground 
jury (if it occurred whilst in the ring) or the show management 
(it occurred on the grounds).   
 
A change in equivalency (eventing/dressage) for 2020. 
Preliminary level is now equivalent to 1st level and 
intermediate is equivalent to 2nd level.  
 
Also it was brought up that I-1 and I-2 are NOT considered 
consecutive levels.  
 

 Board of Governors 
2020 USDF website will offer a “dashboard” similar to that 
offered by USEF.  



 
Reminded that GMO membership is required in order to 
compete in the new schooling show program.  
 
2020 will mark USDF having full control of our judges’ 
education although USEF will maintain licensing control.  We 
will also take over complete control of our test writing.  
 
 2020 Convention will be at the Hilton in Omaha NE Dec 2-5 
and the following year will be in Houston at the GW Marriott.  
 
USEF will be revamping (again) SafeSport portion of their 
website. , they plan to have some town halls around the nation, 
record them, and later televise them.  
 
7 Dec 19 
 
Board of Governors  
 
TDF spoke and mentioned 4 new grants will be established for 
next year. Call for more donors.  
 
New age division was table due to language issues.  
 
Kevin Reinig won by a landslide the VP Position.  
 
Also tabled was the “non-compete” proposition  
 

 
 


